
Dimond Public Art is Seeking Oakland-Based Artists to 
Submit Proposals for Public Artworks in the Dimond District of Oakland 

Background  

The Dimond District is a unique and diverse neighborhood in Oakland where residents and merchants 
have come together to improve the community.  A vibrant and growing business district, several public 
and private schools, and the oak and redwood-filled 12-acre Dimond Park are cornerstones of the District.  
Events such as regular volunteer litter clean-ups and gardening efforts, annual picnics and festivals, as 
well as our much-loved library and rainbow trout-filled Sausal Creek all contribute to the character of the 
community.  

Dimond Public Art (DPA) is a volunteer-run committee of the Dimond Improvement Association (DIA) and 
was formed as a result of a $20,000 donation to the community to fund public art in the neighborhood.  
Interested members of the DIA, neighborhood residents, local artists and businesspeople have gathered 
to form the DPA to develop goals, solicit proposals, disburse funds, and oversee the process of 
introducing more public art in the Dimond.  

DPA Goals  

- To develop the cultural, artistic and physical identity of the Dimond District  
- To beautify the neighborhood through creative, attractive and unique artwork  
- To engage the community in the development and production of public art and related 

educational opportunities  

The DPA is seeking proposals for public artworks in the Dimond and will select a number of projects via a 
jury process to receive grants from our public art fund.  We anticipate funding approximately four to six 
projects with grants ranging from $500 for mini or temporary artworks to up to $10,000 for a major 
permanent installation.  The DPA is open to a wide variety of media, themes, styles and locations.  
Applicants must live or work in Oakland, and art proposals should exhibit a familiarity with the Dimond 
neighborhood, its history, local flora and fauna, and our diverse community.1  Preference will be given to 
projects that involve members of the Dimond community, including children.  Projects must be able to be 
completed within the proposed budget unless the artist can bring in additional financial support.  

A neighborhood map and a preliminary list of possible art sites are attached, although artists are welcome 
to seek other sites.  Please note that many of our identified sites have not yet been secured with property 
owners, and therefore artists are encouraged to select alternate locations in the event their preferred site 
is unavailable.  The DPA can assist the selected artists in securing the appropriate agreements, permits, 
etc. necessary to complete their projects, but each artist should take these issues into account in their 
proposal.  

Criteria for Selection  

- The project reflects the character of the Dimond as well as the DPA’s goals. 
- The project theme and medium are suitable for the proposed location(s).  Note that several 

potential art locations are well suited for gateway projects that highlight the Dimond’s identity. 
- The project materials and design/installation process to be used fit with the community.  
- The project or artist relates to or has support from local businesses, residents, schools or other 

stakeholders in the community.  
- The project includes outside financial support, such as matching funds, if needed. 

                                                 
1  Dimond District resources:  www.dimondnews.org, www.dimondoakland.org, and www.shopdimond.com 



- The project includes a community engagement element to involve local residents, school 
children, etc.  

- Long-term maintenance has been specified, and ideally accounted for, in the project proposal.  

Submission Process  

To apply for a DPA public art grant, please submit the attached application and requested supporting 
materials to the mailing address below or preferably via email to dimondpublicart@gmail.com by 
November 30, 2010. 

The DPA c/o the DIA  
P.O. Box 27355  
Oakland, CA 94602 

Please include the following with your application: 

- The attached application form 
- A narrative of no more than one page that describes the project and addresses as many    

of our selection criteria as possible  
- Identification of proposed art location(s), as well as possible alternate site(s) 
- A work plan, including a detailed budget and proposed timeline 
- Preliminary sketches or designs for the project 
- A biography and resume of the artist(s) with relevant references 
- Samples of past artwork, ideally public art, submitted as either JPGs (4-8 images at 300 dpi) or 4-

8 printed images (no larger than 8”x10”) if submitting a hard copy application 
- A $20 non-refundable application fee, payable to the Dimond Improvement Association.  If 

submitting electronically, please use the DIA website to pay:  www.dimondnews.org and use the 
payment link at the top of the page.  If submitting a hard copy application, please pay by check 
with “DPA Application” in the memo line.   

Jury Process 

The DPA jury committee is made up of several members of the Dimond community, a few non-applying 
artists, and Steven Huss, the City of Oakland’s Cultural Arts Manager.2  This group will review all 
submissions and notify finalists within eight weeks of the submission deadline.  The jury will then 
interview the finalists and choose which projects to pursue within two weeks of the interviews.  The DPA 
will recommend the selected projects to the DIA Board of Directors, who has the ultimate decision-making 
authority over which projects to support and fund.  The jury timeframe is as follows: 

November 30, 2010 Public art submissions due 
January 31, 2011 Notifications sent to finalists 
February 2011  Finalist interviews conducted 
March 15, 2011  Grant recipients selected and recommended to the DIA Board 
April 1, 2011  Notifications sent to grant recipients 

  
 
A copy of these materials may be downloaded from the DIA website:  www.dimondnews.org.  Click on the 
link to Dimond Public Art near the top of the home page. 

                                                 
2  The Cultural Arts Manager shall serve as a neutral party with no direct ties to the Dimond community as well as a liaison with the 

City, as all projects on public property will require approval by the Oakland Cultural Affairs Commission. 




